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profitable to any one to hear, especially to you. ladies who have taken up such happy resolutions about marrying none but religious husbands. The ladies bowed, in token they desired him to go on with the story. So the doctor went on.
Nothing touched this gentleman so near, says he, after he was gone from his mistress, as to reflect what kind of a wretch or monster he was, that a virtuous young lady, and one who he had reason to believe had no dislike of him, should be afraid to marry him for fear of being ruined, and that she should think if she took him, she declared war against Heaven, and renounced all pretensions of duty to her Maker.
(Here he related the whole story, his talk with himself, the discourse at the chocolate house, his retreat into the country, his happening to hear the poor countryman at prayer, his conversation with him upon the way, and his conduct afterwards, all in the manner as related before?)
We must suppose the sisters to have much less sense of religion than they were known to have, and particularly less sense of the case itself, in which it was easy to know they were nearly concerned, if they were not very much moved with the particulars of this story; and no sooner had the doctor finished his relation, with some very handsome reflections upon it, but the sisters longed to withdraw, to compare their own thoughts together, where they could do it with freedom.
But the eldest daughter went further; for though, perhaps, her curiosity was not greater than her sister's, yet as her courage was greater, and her concern in it less, she was resolved to get the name of this gentleman if possible; accordingly, at length, she asked the doctor if the name of this gentleman was a secret. No, madam, says the doctor, the